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THE SUGAR PLUM TREE UP-TO-DATE 

More wierd, more fanciful and more enchanting than the Sugar Plum 
Tree which Eugene Field invented for the little children of the world 
is the Coati-mundi tree recently completed in the zoological garden for 
the children of this community. The Eucalyptus tree, which was con¬ 
verted into a Coati-mundi tree, planted several years ago has been sur¬ 
rounded by a four foot wall, smooth on the inside and with a slight over¬ 
hang to keep the coatis from climbing out. All of the loose dirt was 
washed from the top of the canyon where the tree was planted leaving 
hardpan, stone and natural caves for shelter. Children love to hang 
over the wall and feed the friendly coati-mundi who are most effective 
beggars. 

Now the Coati-mundi tree differs from the proverbial sugar plum 
tree, in that to date it has not born fruit, but that was wholly unneces¬ 
sary in this case for kind friends of the zoo donated five beautiful speci¬ 
mens of coatis, or ant bears as they are sometimes called, and if you 
could see the coatis climbing up and down, enjoying the chase through 
the branches until they threaten to wreck the trees, you would be con¬ 
vinced that somewhere in the tropics from which they come there is, or 
at sometime was, a real bearing coati-mundi tree, where you might pick 
yourself a coati-mundi for a pet or from which you might smuggle back 
a few seeds to plant in the Zoological Garden. For some of the ancestry 
at least of these active climbers must have been arboreal. 

But whether or not the local tree bears fruit, there will undoubtedly 
appear in the spring some coati babies for they thrive and are happy 
in captivity. 

This coati-mundi tree is only half of the story for there is another 
tree which will in the course of time be converted into a racoon tree, 
which will rival the present one in popularity and beauty. 

-Q- 


NEW ELEPHANT SEAL 

The recent seal expedition while it failed to bring back the Fur 
Seal did succeed in bringing back the finest collection of sea elephants 
that has ever been landed at one time. Much of this success must be 
accredited to the officers and men of the United States Navy. (Com¬ 
mander Bowdey, who made all arrangements, Lieutenant Commander 
McNulty in charge of Eagle Boat No. 34, and the naval reserves who 
attended to the collecting, and finally to Captain Henderson of the Koka 
who was responsible for bringing them back in such wonderful condition 
and who did not diminish his care until he saw the last one safely placed 
in the pool at the zoo. 
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The discoveries in connection with the elephant seal which was killed 
by fisherman off Point Loma recently, make a strong argument against 
any form of pelagic killing. The stomach of the specimen was carefully 
examined by men of the Zoological Society of San Diego and the Nat¬ 
ural History Society. This was the first real knowledge of the food 
consumed by these huge creatures, for those killed upon the beach con¬ 
tained nothing but ,sand and rocks, while those which have died in the 
Zoological Garden have been on food that every one felt sure was not 
their natural selection. The stomach of this creature revealed that it 
had eaten just before being slaughtered, and that its meal consisted of 
squid, sharks and gar, that there was not in any distinguishable quantity 
the remains of any of the commercial fish. 

Therefore, they are not a menance to the fishing industry and they 
could be brought back to commercial value for their oil if properly pro¬ 
tected. They are apparently under the partial protection they are given, 
coming back to their old haunts along the California Coast. The recent 
count of 469 on the beach at the Guadalupe Islands proved interesting 
for the greater portion of the entire herd were young bulls, no old ones 
among them and very few if any cows. The latter were probably at 
breeding grounds, or swimming with their young. This large count of 
young bulls was the most encouraging of any of the recent discoveries 
in connection with this species. Every assistance should be given to the 
Mexican government in its attempt to protect these elephants and the 
fur seal from this locality. 


NONHERN ELEPHANT SEAL 
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IMPORTANT MEETING 

On November 3rd, the California members of the Avicultural Society 
of America will meet at the Zoological Garden of San Diego. This is an 
event of some importance from both standpoints, first to the society 
which is anxious to increase the number of members in this locality, be¬ 
cause there are many bird lovers and raisers who would be greatly bene¬ 
fited by membership in this national society; second because the zoo has 
probably the largest and most comprehensive collection of birds on the 
Pacific Coast and the chances for maintaining such a collection are better 
here than perhaps any place else in the United States. It is therefore 
important to the National Society that it learn and take advantage of 
the things to be found in this organization, for importing, caring for and 
raising rare species. 

Members of the Zoological Society are entitled through their member¬ 
ship in the Zoological Society to attend this meeting because it holds a 
membership in the American Avicultural Society as an organization. 
The meeting will be held at the Research Department in the Library, the 
exact time of the meeting will be announced in the daily papers prior 
to the meeting. 

•- Q - 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Many of our members remember delightfully, even yet, the old Cas¬ 
sowary which used to roam at will through the zoo, greeting the visitors 
at the entrance as cordially as does little Moses, his beloved successor. 
Few perhaps knew that “Old Cassy” was run to death by boys and few 
knew that his successor suffered an almost similar fate. So this year 
when another tame gentle pair of Cassowaries were sent to the zoo, it 
was determined to keep them captive for their own protection. The pre¬ 
sent pair are nearly grown, beautiful, perfect birds to the last tip of 
their beaks. The male is coming into color now so they are a pair to be 
proud of indeed. They live in the attractive circular enclosure at the 
foot of the hill where you turn to go to the lions, they are so tame that 
they will come to the fence and turn for you to pet them, they beg for 
a tid-bit and they are fast winning their own way into the hearts of the 
visitors especially the children. Cassowaries love water and will wade 
or sit in the basins of the trees as long as there is water in them after 
irrigating. For this reason we think that a pool would add a lot to the 
picture and to the happiness of the birds. 
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GOAT MOUNDS 


The Goat Mounds pictured in this issue of ZOONOOZ are one of the 
types of animal enclosures entirely characteristic of this zoological gar¬ 
den. Hagenbecks and others have built ledges and rocks, crags and 
slopes for their deer, sheep and goats, but the mound in the form of 
buttes with only narrow footholds on their sides is typically western and 
absolutely original with Dr. Wegeforth. So practical and so unique is 
this feature that it has caught the attention of progressive zoos all over 
the world, especially in Europe. Many pictures of these hills have been 
printed in European papers; plans and specifications, estimates of cost 
and recommendations as to changes have been sent to the Municipal 
Zoological Park at Copenhagen, Denmark, where many expensive im¬ 
provements are being planned for the next few years. 
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OUR FRIENDS IN THE SOUTH 
The Mexican people have shown by many things that they are inter¬ 
ested in the development of the San Diego Zoo, and recently in answer 
to letters sent to governors of some of the states the most generous and 
enthusiastic response has been received. His excellency the Governor of 
Vera Cruz, which state is richest of all Mexico in both animals and .birds 
called the request of the Zoological Society for specimens to the atten¬ 
tion of the mayor of every county of the State of Vera Cruz, asking 
them to contribute. The response from each county was spontaneous 
and enthusiastic. Letters from each one directed to the society were re¬ 
ceived and in isome cases these letters reported that gifts were already 
under way. The letter from the Governor was so kindly and generous, 
and his interest so positively shown that the letter with a free transla¬ 
tion is printed in this number. 

Departamento de Agricultura, Fomento 
Y Obras Publicas, 

Veracruz, Mexico. 

Asunto: Relativo al envio de especies de la 
fauna Veracruzana, con destino e esa Ciudad 
ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF SAN DIEGO, Balboa Park, 

San Diego, California. E. U. A. 

Con referencia a la atenta nota de esa Sociedad fechada el dia 24 
de agosto proximo anterior para significar a ustedes, que este Gobierno 
ya hace gestiones a efeoto de que ,se haga el envio de determinandos 
ejemjlares de la fauna Veracruzana y en ese sentido se ha girado circular 
a las Autoridades Munioipales del Estado, con fecha de ayer. 

Hago a usted presentes mis atenciones. 

SUFRAGIO EFECTIVO NO REELECCION 

Jalapa-Enriquez 6 de septiembre de 1929. 

P. 0. del Secretario de Gobierno, 

El Subsecretario. 

Translation of letter. 

Referring to your letter of August 24th, I have the honor to let 
you know that this Government is trying to send to you some determined 
specimens of the Vera Cruz fauna and with that object, we have already 
sent orders to the Counties of this State. 

I remain yours very truly, 

Secretario de Gobierno. 

Letters were received from each of the following states: 

Estado Puebla Estado Michoacan 

Estado Tabasco Estado Chihuahua 

Estado Veracruz Estado Sinaloa 

If a similar response could be received from the states of the United 
States of North America, perfect indeed would be the collection of North 
American fauna exhibited in the garden. 

The Society wishes to make this public acknowledgement not only 
for this present debt, but for the great cooperation that it has received 
from all Mexican officials both national and local and for the assistance 
and courtesy that the Mexican Bureau of Fisheries located in this city 
extends upon every possible occasion. 


& 
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QUAKER PARAKEETS—HATCHD IN ZOO 

PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad¬ 
mission to all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 
the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $300.00 

SUSTAINING AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP $25.00 

Please clip out and use the blank printed below for some of your 
friends whom you wish to visit the garden and cannot bring with you. 


MEMBER’S GUEST CARD 


Please pass.. 


.1929 


.and party, to; 


Star of India 
Zoological Garden 


Signed. 

Member of Zoological Society of San Diego. 

















